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On 29 August 2024, the inaugural cohort of the Youth Leader Fund for a World
Without Nuclear Weapons (the Youth Leader Fund), funded by the Government of
Japan and organized by the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA)
in partnership with the United Nations Institute for Training and Research Office in
Hiroshima, gathered in Japan, to address the global threat posed by nuclear
weapons, which continues to endanger the survival of humanity today.

2024%8H29H. HEABFOEEZRHDOT. BEEEDBHEENFAERRFILESEFILE
WAL TEET S TRERBORVWVHRDHDI—R)—4—EE (2—RIFR)—4—H
)1 DX N—D. NBOEGEZEHD I ZRESOHRNLBREICENDET /-0 ICBZIC
EELE LT

In light of the deteriorating international security environment, we emphasise the
urgent need for political will, diplomacy, international cooperation and unity of
nations to achieve effective global disarmament.
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We honour the Hibakusha - the survivors of the atomic bombings in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki - whose experiences remind us of the devastating and long-lasting
impacts of nuclear weapons. Their legacy underscores the need to focus collective
efforts on the prevention of future nuclear catastrophes through the elimination of
nuclear weapons.
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The recommendations and commitments herein, by the inaugural cohort of the
Youth Leader Fund, is a culmination of a year-long learning journey of 100 youth
leaders worldwide now determined to life-long work towards achieving a world
without nuclear weapons, whilst supporting disarmament goals, as established by
the United Nations and other international and regional institutions focused on
peacebuilding, nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation.
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These recommendations and commitments are based on three pillars: Hibakusha
and Community Engagement; Youth Participation in Political and Inter-
Governmental Processes; and Research and Academia.
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Preamble

A

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolutions, 74/64, 76/45 and 78/31
focused on Youth, Disarmament and Non-Proliferation, as well as the milestone
United Nations Security Council resolution 2250 (2015) on Youth, Peace and Security
and its subsequent resolutions on the topic;
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Celebrating the collective contributions of Member States, think tanks, youth
organisations, foundations, educational institutions, civil society and other
stakeholders towards advancing nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, and
welcoming them to endorse and cooperate with us in implementing the following
actions to achieve a world without nuclear weapons;
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Determined to support the safe, secure, and responsible use of nuclear energy for
the advancement of humanity and the preservation of our planet, acknowledging
its significant benefits to humankind when utilised exclusively for peaceful purposes;
ANEDOES EHIKDRLDTDIC. RIRILF—DRENDBEEHIFBZXREIT S ZR
BEL. 20FAI’TEHNNENICRESNZBEICEVT. ABICE>TRELHHEZDHLST
C & %58 L.

We, the Youth Leader Fund participants, as the first-ever international youth
platform of leaders dedicated to nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation
organised by UNODA and sponsored by the Government of Japan, present the
following recommmendations and uphold the following commitments:
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Pillar 1: Hibakusha and Community Engagement
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We emphasise the importance of integrating Hibakusha narratives into dialogues
about nuclear weapons and commit to aiding in the full inclusion of Hibakusha
narratives in societal, educational, and policy-making spheres. We will continue to
pursue our advocacy efforts of engaging with Member States with the aim of
ensuring that Hibakusha, as well as other affected communities and marginalised
groups across the globe, including, but not limited to, women, youth, indigenous
populations, persons of colour, persons with disabilities, economically
disadvantaged individuals, particularly those living in rural areas, are informed of
and consulted at relevant international fora on nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation matters.
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We commend community-led initiatives that raise awareness on the humanitarian
and environmental impacts of nuclear weapons and commit to support and
collaborate with ongoing and future initiatives by affected communities through the
Youth Leader Fund platform.
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We call upon Member States and relevant parties to honour affected communities
in line with international obligations and express our determination to work with our
respective governments in raising awareness on the long-term impacts of nuclear
weapons use, focusing on disciplines including, but not limited to, the
environmental, political, health, historical and cultural consequences of nuclear
weapon use. We urge that transparency and accountability regarding nuclear
policies be prioritised by Member States.
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Pillar 2: Youth Participation in Political and Inter-Governmental Processes
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We reaffirm the importance of sustaining and accelerating youth participation in
achieving global disarmament goals. We recognize and endorse the vital
contributions of global youth-led initiatives at all levels towards advancing nuclear
disarmament. We pledge to engage with participants of the Youth Leader Fund and
other programmes of the United Nations, particularly UNODA, to work on
collaborative projects whilst urging world leaders to consider our collective voice,
which calls upon Member States to meaningfully engage young people in their work
to strengthen international, regional and national nuclear disarmament
commitments.
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We pledge to actively support Member States and international and regional
organisations to prioritise and ensure the meaningful inclusion of youth
representatives in all diplomatic and political processes related to nuclear
disarmament. We will support opportunities for youth dialogue and engagement
and actively participate in international discussions on nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation, ensuring the continuous engagement of youth. We also commit
to the empowerment and mobilization of localised youth efforts to lead grassroots
movements, directly engaging fellow youth members in significant actions that can
shape nuclear policy discussions. We encourage the fostering of intergenerational
dialogue and capacity-building programmes to equip youth with skills and
knowledge needed for effective nuclear disarmament advocacy, supported by
mentorship from peers, experienced practitioners, diplomats and advocates.
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We further commit to leveraging the Youth Leader Fund platform to foster regional
and global partnerships, strengthen synergies and promote meaningful
engagement between civil society and Member States. We look forward to
enhancing youth participation in political and diplomatic processes and elevating
the next generation of leaders to work for a nuclear-weapon-free world.
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Pillar 3: Research and Academia
SHRETHTET

We pledge to collaborate with educational and research institutions to integrate
peace and disarmament education into curricula. We also offer to aid these
institutions in challenging narratives that support the strategic success of nuclear
weapons use, through evidence-based research that addresses the
multidisciplinary aspects of the nuclear disarmament field.
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We pledge to advocate for the establishment of channels for exchanges between
young scholars and practitioners from military, diplomatic, and scientific fields to
advance the forging of a robust legal framework on nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation.
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We commit to promoting the partnership and synergies with research institutes and
other relevant academic institutions to enhance the importance of an intersectional
approach to nuclear issues, including, but not limited to, gender, decolonization,
environmental matters, humanitarian concerns, scientific advancements, economic
impacts and emerging technology threats such as artificial intelligence, prioritising
human control in nuclear systems and focusing on challenges posed by lethal
autonomous weapons systems, information and communications technologies,
missile technologies, and space based technologies.
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United by a shared vision to achieve a world without nuclear weapons, we, the
inaugural cohort of the Youth Leader Fund, commit to guide and enlighten the world
toward a future where peace prevails, where the shadow of nuclear devastation is
forever banished, and where nuclear warfare is merely a relic of the past, never to
be repeated.
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